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EAL Initial Assessment

This assessment has been designed for EAL staff and ASN staff to
assess EAL pupils’ basic English literacy and their basic level of
literacy in their first language. Literacy in their first language means
that pupils will have transferable skills. More detailed first language
assessment is available from the EAL Wiki. This basic literacy
assessment will not provide any information on EAL pupils’ cognitive
ability. It will not highlight EAL pupils’ skills, progress and previous
achievements.

There is no national EAL assessment because EAL is not a uniform
phenomenon at the level of individual pupils and therefore, no one
assessment can accurately measure English language ability. Given
the very diverse language experiences of EAL pupils it is not possible
for one literacy test to assess levels of English language.
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EAL Assessment Pack: notes for teachers
General

The following notes are provided as a guide for teachers intending to use this assessment pack with
new or recently-arrived bilingual learners. The pack is intended to provide an assessment tool to
help inform an initial judgement on pupils’ language levels. The level indicated by a particular pupil’s
engagement with - and performance in - the assessment tasks in this pack is only ONE indicator of a
pupil’s language level and should be complemented by a teacher’s professional judgement on that
pupil’s participation in lessons and interaction with the curriculum over a period of several weeks.
Otherwise, an inaccurate initial EAL level may be indicated, possibly below the pupil’s actual level.
Detailed descriptors of the EAL levels in use in Glasgow are provided separately. Briefly, these levels
are: New to English; Early Acquisition; Developing Competence, Competent and Fluent.

1. Getting to know you

Teachers can ask questions directly, repeating if necessary. It is also possible to give an answer while
indicating that the information is true for you, the teacher, as a prompt; for example, ‘Mrs Smith.
(Teacher points to herself). What's your name?’ Other prompts, such as drawings or photographs
can also be used to prompt students to give responses. Once a student is clearly struggling even with
prompts to give answers it is best to stop this assessment activity and move onto the next one.

2. Vocabulary discussion

Teachers can initiate the discussion by pointing and saying a few words, such as ‘This is a pen.
What’s this?’ If students struggle teachers can offer alternatives such as, ‘Is this a pen or a book?’
The more support a pupil requires in order to provide responses will generally indicate a lower EAL
level. Further conversation related to this vocabulary may be possible with pupils who are likely to
be assessed at higher EAL levels, for example related to families, food and school.

3. Numeracy

Pupils with higher EAL levels will be able to match the items directly, once they have been shown
— by pointing to an example- that the words in the box relate to the shapes. It is also possible to give
an example, such as ‘This is a square. What's this? (Teacher points to another shape). If there is no
response, it is possible to ask ‘Is this a square or a triangle?’ Stop this activity if pupils cannot
provide responses even with prompts and move on to the next assessment task. Teachers can
prompt pupils to respond with dates by giving examples, such as ‘My birthday....” And pointing to
and saying the date. ‘When is your birthday?’ Questions, such as, ‘What time is it now?’, or ‘What
time is lunch?’ can be used to prompt time responses from pupils.

4, My ABCs

Give a few examples and ask pupils to say letters aloud. Check for pronunciation of vowels and the
letter ‘y’. Pupils who are able to recite the alphabet mostly fluently may still have some weak spots,
for example Arabic speakers tend to confuse ‘P’ and ‘B’, check for these by pointing to a few letters
randomly after they have finished reciting the whole alphabet once.
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5. High Frequency Words

Give a few examples and ask pupils to say words aloud. Tell pupils to take their time. Check for
pronunciation. It is acceptable to give a prompt if pupil is able to continue after a particular word.
However, if a pupil cannot continue end this activity and move onto the next one.

6. Reading in English
Text 1

Ask the pupil to read the text and answer the questions in writing (in English). If the pupil is clearly
struggling, the teacher can read through the text with the pupil, then read through the first one or
two questions underlining key words in the text (that indicate the answers). If the pupil cannot give
responses with this level of support it is best to stop and move on to the next activity.

Text 2

There are some visuals for text 2 which may be of additional help to pupils (polar Bear, Cub, Seal,
paw prints). Otherwise, proceed as with text 1. Teachers may feel that they can support this activity
by providing a few extra visuals for either text 1 or 2.

7. Writing in English

For this activity, it is possible to use a few visuals as prompts to a short discussion around the topics
to encourage pupils to write. However, if after conversation and providing prompts pupils are
unable to provide any writing (or only very limited writing) it is advisable to stop this task and move
on.

8. Ask pupils to read aloud in their own language (see texts in booklet) and note the

following:
. Fluency
. Confidence
. Hesitancy
. Awareness of punctuation

Teachers can also ask pupils to translate a headline in an online newspaper or magazine in their own
language if appropriate.

9. Ask pupils to write in their own language (see grid in assessment pack), please note the
following:
e Legibility of characters
e Fluency/hesitancy
e Repetition of words
e Length of written text in time given

Reading and writing fluency in a pupil’s ‘home’ language can indicate transferable skills in English,
whereas lack of fluency can indicate that more intensive EAL support will be required.
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1. Getting to know you:

What is your name?

. How old are you?
. Where do you come from?
. What language/languages do you speak?

. Who do you live with?

Have you got any brothers and sisters?

. Do you have a hobby?
. What do you like/dislike at school?

. Who are your friends?

10. What do you like doing at the weekends?
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2. Vocabulary




3. Basic Numeracy
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Shapes:
Square
Cone
Circle
Cube
Rhombus

Triangle
Rectangle
Oval
Pentagon
Triangle
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4. My ABCs

Aa Bb Cc Dd
Ee Ff Gg Hh
li Jj Kk LI Mm
Nn Oo Pp Qq
RrSs Tt Uu Vv
Ww Xx Yy Zz
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5. High Frequency Words

a an as at if in
IS it of off on can
dad had back and get big
him his not got up mum
but the to I no go
will that this then them with
see for now down look too
he she we me be was
you they all are my her
water away good want over
how did man going where
would or took school think
home who didn’t ran know
bear can't again cat long
small car couldn’t |three head
king town I've around |every
garden fast only many laughed
let’s much suddenly | told another
great why cried keep Room
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6. Reading in English

Text 1
Everyday Life

My name is Tomas Koval and I’'m a 14-year-old boy. | come from
Poland but now I live in Glasgow. There are 4 people in my family.
My mother’s name is Kristina and my father’s name is Marek. My
father is an IT worker and my mother works in a shop. I’'ve got one
sister. Her name is Magda and she is three years older than me. I’'m
in the third year at secondary school. | study English, Maths,
Biology, Computing and Art. My favourite subject is PE because |
love football and | really hope to become a footballer. When | am at
home | like to play computer games. My favourite game is FIFA
2014 and my favourite football team is Barcelona. Also | am
interested in reading. The last book | read was ‘Harry Potter’.

1. How oldis Tomas?

2. Where does he live?

3. Is his mother a chef?

4. How many sisters does he have?

5. What is his favourite subject?

6. What does Tomas want to become in the future?
7. What does he like to do at home?

8. Does he like reading?
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Text 2

Reading for information

Polar Bears

Polar Bears live in the north, where it is very cold. They havea . ,, . Si-“'
thick, white coat and strong paws. A grown polar bear is about ‘@
120cm tall and about 275 cm long.

Most of the time they eat seals and fish, but in summer they eat

grass and plants. L:‘-k.__- =S o
Polar bears have hair on the soles of their feet to help them grip

the ice.

The polar bear cubs are born in midwinter. The mother makes a

hole under the snow and the cubs are born in it.

The young cubs stay there until spring comes.
Questions

1. Where do polar bears live?

2.  What two things do you know about a polar bears coat?

3. How tall and long is a fully-grown polar bear?

4. What do polar bears eat most of the time?

5. What do polar bears eat in the summer?

6. Why do polar bears have hair on their feet?

7. Where are polar bears cubs born?
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7. Writing in English

Write about your family or friends, your country, your life in
Glasgow or your home country and your hobby :

EAL Service Glasgow City Council
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8. Reading in my First Language

Assessing reading in first language - Please note the following

¢ Fluency

e Confidence

e Hesitancy

e Awareness of punctuation

Polish

Strugi deszczu spadaty wcigz w dot i w dot. Kot Szarus i jego dobry
przyjaciel — piesek Kropka siedzieli nieruchomo tuz przy drzwiach na
taras i wygladali przez szybe na zewnatrz. Szarus$ ziewnat szeroko i
przeciggnat sie. Nie byto zbyt wiele widac. Kolory byty bure i
rozmyte, a ksztattéw przedmiotow stojgcych nawet niedaleko
prawie nie dato sie rozréznic.

Taki senny nastroj panowat juz dos¢ dtugo. Woleliby pobiegaé na
podwodrku i pobawi¢ sie, a tak nudzili sie w domu. Niedaleko nich
lezat sobie kot Mruczek. Ten niezbyt czesto sie czyms zajmowat, ale
tez nie widac¢ byto nigdy zeby sie zbytnio nudzit. Tym razem tez —
oczy miat szeroko otwarte i wpatrywat sie caty czas w szybe...
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Assessing reading in first language - Please note the following

e  Fluency
e Confidence
o Hesitancy

e  Awareness of punctuation

Blancs. Il décide de lutter contre ces inégalités.

consacre sa vie.

Martin Luther King naft en 1929, dans le sud des Etats-Unis. A 19
ans, Martin devient pasteur, comme son pere et son grand-pere.
Martin grandit dans une famille privilégiée, mais il est né dans
une société ou les Noirs n'ont pas les mémes droits que les

En 1955, Martin Luther King défend une femme noire qui a
été arrétée pour avoir refusé de laisser sa place a un Blanc dans
un bus. Martin Luther King demande aux Noirs de ne plus
prendre le bus ... Grace a cette action, une loi va interdire les
inégalités dans les bus. Encouragé par cette victoire, il étend sa
lutte pour les droits civiques des Noirs a tout le pays, et vy
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Slovakian

Assessing reading in first language - Please note the following
e  Fluency

e Confidence

o Hesitancy

e  Awareness of punctuation

- Australsky cyklista a bronzovy olympijsky medailista Michael
Rogers mal pozitivny dopingovy test na zakdazanu latku
klenbuterol.

Trojnasobny majster sveta v ¢asovke dostal preventivny distanc
od Medzinarodnej cyklistickej unie (UCI), kym austrdlska
federacia nevysetri tento pripad. UCI naCapala Rogersa este 20.
oktdbra v Japonsku.

Z pouzitia klenbuterolu je podozrivy aj dalsi cyklista Jonathan
Breyne. Belgi¢ana odhalili 5. novembra na pretekoch v Cine a UCI
mu takisto ako Rogersovi docasne pozastavila ¢innost, kym
belgicka federacia nepreskuma jeho pripad.
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Assessing reading in first language - Please note the following

e  Fluency
e Confidence
o Hesitancy

e  Awareness of punctuation

stralucirea unui diamant.

Nelson Mandela, unul dintre cei mai mari lideri pe care
lumea i-a avut si cu siguranta cel mai mare de dupa anii '90,
condamnat la inchisoare pe viata din care a executat 27 de
ani, primul presedinte de culoare din istoria Africii de Sud si
castigator al Premiului Nobel pentru Pace, a incetat din viata
la varsta de 95 de ani. A fost prea mare ca sa il trecem cu
vederea, sa nu ii acordam un ultim omagiu si sa aducem
aminte ce a facut pentru sport sau ce a crezut despre sport.
Si nu au fost deloc putine sau, daca unii considera ca au fost
putine, au fost atat de concentrate incat au puterea si
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Russian

Assessing reading in first language - Please note the following

Fluency

Confidence
o Hesitancy

e  Awareness of punctuation

JleTHune KaHWKY /bl

JIeTHME KaHWKY/bl B 3TOM roZly Y MeHsi OKa3aiuCb MHTEPECHbIMU
1 3anomuHatowmmmca. Kaxkabliii AeHb 6biln HaNoNHEH
cobbITAMU. C KaKoro U3 HUX HayaTb?

B Hayane neta BMecTe C O4HOKNAACCHMKAMM Mbl NOEXanu B
NeTHUM narepb. Mbl MHOTO Urpanu B CNOPTUBHbIE UIpPbl,
COPEBHOBA/IMCb B PA3/IMYHbIX BUAAX CNOPTA, NPOBOAUAM Pa3Hble
KOHKYpPCbl. 3aBepLUanncb Beyepa ob6blYHO AMCKOTEKAMMN,
KOTOpble TOXe BCeM HpaBUAUCb. Mbl cAPYXUANCL Mexay coboir,
y3Hanu Apyr Apyra noayylle, Yem B LUKOE.

Koraa s BepHy/icA 4OMOM NoC/e nareps, y pogutenen Havanca
OTNYCK, U Mbl Moexanun oTAabixaTb B Kpbim, B Peogocuio.
KameHucTble NasKn, 3ameyaTesibHO NacKkoBOe Mope,
MHOTO4YMCNEHHbIE S3KCKYPCUMN — BCE 3TO MHE O4YeHb HPaBUIOCh.
Mama 1 nana paspeLwnnm MHe HblpATb C akBasaHrom. OTAbIX Ha
Mope NpUHEC He3abbiBaeMble BneYatieHns!
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Chinese

Assessing reading in first language - Please note the following
Fluency
Confidence
Hesitancy

Awareness of punctuation

Chinese Simplified — for Pupils from China

BEFEERTE, #H TRKRIFER - EFRRA
T, RRMFEET BN -

eF iS5 T B £ T KRR, il = 3 A ]
YA B R T o XA — R/ Nk Bl
B o NEEF R EERFATRBRERIE
o EFTFHERFERX(THZEE 0 KB

Chinese Traditional — for Pupils from Hong-Kong

HEPEAN, HKEPE, HERHRAERE
WEHLETEr. A _ SAEKE ., Hix
SRR 2 o HESHRIFHHAREAY
A RIS A A i - B IRATAE E PEY
AHAZ o
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Spanish

Assessing reading in first language - Please note the following
e  Fluency

e Confidence

o Hesitancy

e  Awareness of punctuation

Espafa se encuentra en la peninsula Ibérica. La peninsula esta
separada del resto de Europa por los Pirineos. El clima es
agradable. Se cultivan olivos, vid y naranjas. Espaia esta situada
en el sur de Europa. Limita al Norte con Francia y al Oeste con
Portugal. Al Norte se encuentran el océano Atlantico y el mar
Cantabrico; al Este el mar Mediterraneo. La capital es Madrid.

El flamenco es el baile tradicional de Andalucia, la region del sur
de Espafa. Algunos espafioles son aficionados a las corridas de
toros. En el ruedo, se enfrentan el torero y el toro. Espaia tiene
playas en el Atlantico, en el Cantabrico y en el Mediterraneo. En
los bares, la gente toma tapas. La paella es un plato tipico que
se hace con arroz, marisco, pescado y carne. Espafia es conocida
por sus iglesias y monasterios. En Barcelona se puede visitar el
templo de la Sagrada Familia.
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Portuguese

Assessing reading in first language - Please note the following
e  Fluency

e Confidence

o Hesitancy

e  Awareness of punctuation

Barack Obama - o primeiro Afro-americano a ser eleito
Presidente dos Estados Unidos - foi também o primeiro Afro-
americano a servir como presidente da Harvard Law Review.
E aqui estdo alguns fatos basicos - no caso deste ser o
primeiro artigo que vocé |é sobre ele...Nascido em Honolulu,
Havai, aos 4 de agosto de 1961, Obama viveu uma vida
marcada pela constante mudanca.

Seu pai foi um estudante estrangeiro vindo do Quénia para
estudar nos EUA quando encontrou sua mae em 1960. Eles
se separaram quando Obama tinha apenas 2 anos, e apds o
divércio seu pai retornou ao Quénia. Sua mae casou-se
novamente, e em 1967 a familia mudou-se para a Indonésia
- terra natal do novo marido.
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Italian

Assessing reading in first language - Please note the following
e  Fluency

e Confidence

o Hesitancy

e  Awareness of punctuation

In Italia, molti bambini che hanno 11, 12, 13 o0 14 anni lavorano.
Secondo I'Istat, Istituto nazionale di Statistica, i bambini che lavorano
sono circa 144 mila. Secondo il sindacato, cioe I'organizzazione che
difende i diritti dei lavoratori, il numero dei bambini che lavorano in
Italia e piu alto. Secondo la legge italiana i bambini che hanno meno di
15 ann non devono lavorare. Percio il lavoro dei bambinitra gli 11, 12,
13 0 14 anni e illegale, cioé contrario alla legge italiana.

| bambini che lavoranofanno diversi lavori: lavorano soprattutto nei
settori del commercio dell’artigianato, dell’edilizi oppure lavorano per
piccole imprese. Non lavorano, invece per le grandi industrie. Tra i
bambini che lavoran ci sono anche molti bambini immigrati. Per
esempio, a Roma, ci sono molti bambini cinesi che lavorano nei
ristoranti dei loro genitori.
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Assessing reading in first language - Please note the following

e  Fluency
e Confidence
o Hesitancy

e  Awareness of punctuation

& TATHIN H Teh T F I§dl gf TS TN 3T

R ¥ MR SR E

ITaT &, JifeheT IgT TT 3R RaTa g gIcl . 73T Jgl
T WTAT TATE T9TT &. TGT o oN9T SIEAT STeel ol &
zgsfrmﬁmﬁmﬁraarﬁ:agﬁmaﬂ?ﬁ%.aﬁm

Recter 31T ared 8. el el 7y=Y a8l &l e 3 Sg
Te; 3Tl 8. SAfehet 7Y G & 3118k 3191 &Te, &,
ATAT AR ALY AT T E. 3 3 T Pled T AT E.
olfeheT et O 3T &1 ALY ST Steh @ oATS g1 St T
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Arabic

Assessing reading in first language - Please note the following
e  Fluency

e Confidence

o Hesitancy

e  Awareness of punctuation

J/J! 041 (}PJ £ sl 03 u/wﬁw M
rbu’u"wﬂuj'b’uﬂ-«*)’ra/d—é e Umd
J,_WMJ isj,o)» ! sl i be
MJ C/J_:Jﬂ_«d e a5l \mis
B MO/?/ QL;@ L2" B fie
[ng}J u/j'* of_/j \_,JD\/.L?,! = % M&'J
BOL N ake 5 LD 5 45 Bl g3l G
o,snz/jM/ g/,uw $3 Gl At
o Uil @S Chauazsds ai )
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Punjabi

Assessing reading in first language - Please note the following
e  Fluency

e Confidence

o Hesitancy

e Awareness of punctuation

H I@HI O fod A8 3 IJTF . HG JBHIT Tar
ST J. UGB Sg3 63 I FIAI IS J. HG
e 2 3t & I SIS au & 6T 7S SHST
Ig B2 &, W8 T HET HG UAT Wit J. Ud HG
e flig S wre wiger J. AnuS SA3 3 Wd
THNT S HII WE IS I, HTH I mUS T,
T 3O, Ol G, T AT H BT 5 2 II BT
T UI QI IgIT S, M3 WA AT A BT HeR &.
36 3 85" g NI IS We AMS UST J.
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Urdu

Assessing reading in first language - Please note the following
e  Fluency

e Confidence

o Hesitancy

e  Awareness of punctuation
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9.My First Language Writing

Assessing writing in first language - Please note the following
e Legibility of characters

e  Fluency/hesitancy

e  Repetition of words

o Length of written text in time given

Write about your family and friends, your country, your life in

Glasgow and your hobby :
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Check list for EAL Assessment Pack

Select options as appropriate

Pupil can... Yes

No

Speaking

answer some/most simple questions about themselves

identify family members

talk about own family in some detail

talk about family routines/life (meals)

identify food items

talk about likes/dislikes and healthy eating

identify school objects

talk about school life (travel to/from school, school subjects, modern technology)

Numeracy

identify basic shapes (or match names with shapes)

match shapes with common objects (e.g. circle = apple)

identify numbers up to 100

name days/months/seasons/weather

talk about important dates (birthdays/celebrations/national holidays)

count using specific dates (how many days until ...)

tell time (24/12h clock)

Literacy

identify lower/higher case latters

spell own name/family members/simple objects/shapes

read some/most of the high frequency words from the chart

use high frequency words in simple/complex sentences

read and understand simple text in English (everyday life Text 1)

read and understand specialised text in English (reading for information Text 2)

write simple/complex paragraph on themselves in English

First Language

read with hesitancy/fluently in own language

produce a short/long paragraph on themselves in own language

present his work legibly/illegibly in own language

use varied vocabulary (repetition) in own language
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